
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER No. 94-111
NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0037796

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

PINOLE-HERCULES WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
CITY OF PINOLE
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called
the Board, finds that:

I. The City of Pinole, hereinafter called the discharger, submitted a Report of Waste Discharge
dated March 24, 1994 for reissuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge
wastewater to waters of the State and the United States under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES).

2. This discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge Requirements in Order No. 89-117,
adopted by the Board on July 19, 1989.

3. The discharger owns and operates the Pinole-Hercules Water Pollution Control Plant located at
II Tennent Avenue in Pinole, Contra Costa County. The plant provides secondary level
treatment for domestic wastewater collected within the cities of Pinole and Hercules. The
discharger's service area currently has a population of about 30,000. The treatment plant has an
average dry weather flow design capacity of 4.2 million gallons per day (mgd). The plant
presently discharges an average dry weather flow of about 1.80 mgd, and an annual average
effluent flow of about 2 mgd. A map showing the location of the facility is included as
Attachment A.

4. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Board have classified this
discharge as a major discharge.

5. Treatment facilities utilized prior to discharge to San Pablo Bay consist of screening, primary
clarification, biological treatment using activated sludge, secondary clarification, and
disinfection. A treatment process schematic diagram is included as Attachment C.

6. Treated wastewater is currently discharged into San Pablo Bay, a water of the State and the
United States, through a submerged diffuser about 3,900 feet off-shore at a depth of about 18
feet below mean lower low water (Latitude 38 deg., 3 min., 6 sec.; Longitude 122 deg., IS
min., 55 sec.). The outfall is used jointly by Pinole and the cities of Rodeo and Hercules.
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